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The Iraqgi constitution stipulates in Article 33 that “everyone has the right
to live in sound environmental conditions” (first), and that “the state guarantees
the protection and preservation of the environment and biodiversity.”

The Iragi Environment Protection and Improvement Law No. 27 of 2009
also stipulated in its first article the goal of this law, which is to protect and
improve the environment through the removal and treatment of existing or
potential damage and to preserve the public health and biodiversity.

Plastic is one of the hard environmental pollutants that are difficult to
decompose and that directly harm humans and other living organisms or non-
living components in the environment. Hence, the University of Basrah had to
play its role in dealing with this material through two ways: reducing the use of
plastic materials by replacing them with rapidly degrading and environmentally
friendly materials and dealing with plastic waste by recycling it whenever
possible.

The National Development Plan 2018-2022 included among the goals that
should be achieved the goal of environmental sustainability through the
development and management of a system for dealing with waste of all kinds,
including plastic, due to its negative environmental impact and because it takes
thousands of years to decompose, in addition to what this material represents
as environmental danger on living organisms that may be suffocated due to their
feeding on this material found in different places, and considering the University
of Basrah an active body in its community and has a clear impact on the
surrounding environment, it has adopted the implementation of this
development plan, which ensures the implementation of about 77% of the
development goals that have been included in it, the most important of which
is the protection of the environment and biodiversity. A policy has been
developed to ensure that the use of plastic is reduced through replacing it and
by recycling the existing plastic and developing a plan to dispose of its waste to
ensure that environmental sustainability is achieved during the medium term.
The policy of the University of Basrah in this regard is as follows:
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Article one:

The University of Basrah obliges all its bodies not to use office or service
plastic materials used in professional matters such as stationery or the materials
used in covering walls, floors, ceilings, or other parts of buildings or those used
in the university or its affiliated bodies cafeterias such as water bottles, plastic
cups, dishes, and spoons that are used only once and replace it with
environmentally friendly materials.

Article two:

All procurement committees in the bodies affiliated with the University of
Basrah, including colleges and institutions, are instructed to reduce the purchase
of plastic office, administrative or service materials, except when necessary and
after obtaining the approval of the higher administrative authorities, and to
purchase degradable and environment friendly materials.

Article Three:

The University of Basrah announces that it grants certain privileges to
external suppliers who provide environmentally friendly materials that do not
include plastic in their manufacture or include it in a very small percentage and
when necessary.

Article Four:

The University of Basrah, in all its forms, adopts a method for collecting
plastic waste, which is to put it in special boxes that are transported to the
university's recycling centre.

Article Five:

The University of Basrah establishes a center to recycle the recyclable
plastic waste to re-use its outputs in a narrow way and as needed, and the
devices used in this center must be operated and monitored and to be
maintained and repaired without delay when damage occurs.
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Article Six:

As for plastic waste, they are disposed of by using modern and advanced
technologies in agreement with the local administration of the governorate and
according to government instructions issued in this regard.

Article Seven:

The University of Basrah includes in its curricula topics related to the risks
of using plastic, how to reduce its use, and what materials are available to
replace it.

Article Eight:

The Media Division at the University of Basrah is instructed to periodically
organize seminars and awareness workshops that demonstrate the risks of using
plastic, as well as publishing posters and light advertisements.

Article Nine:

A committee is formed to follow up on the implementation of this policy
and its periodic development, in addition to the development of timetables for
the gradual transition to stop using plastic entirely, with the need to measure
the inputs and outputs from this process, according to the accompanying
timetable, and to submit a periodic report on that to the Council’s secretariat.

Article ten:

Anyone who does not comply with this policy will be held liable.
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